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if Because of his brilliant talents and his feats in the 
battlefield. General MAximo G6mez is considered 
as the central military figure in the Cuban independent 
wars against the Spanish crown. 

Born in Bani, Dominican Republic on Novem- 
ber 18th, 1836, he enlisted in his country’s army at 
age 16 to contain the Haitian invasion. He received 
his baptism of fire in the battle of San Tome, 
December 2nd. 1855, which ended forever Haitian 






can Republic. 

In 1 864, when his country’s annexation to Spain 
ended, he emigrated to Cuba, setting in Oriente 
province. He was at the time a mayor in the 
Dominican Reserves assigned to the Spanish army. 
While at El D4til, a suburb of the City of Bayamo, 
he jpined the conspiracy to prepare the revolution. 
He enlisted in the forces of Carlos Manuel de 
C6spedes and Donato Mirmol right after the Yara 
proclamation at La Demajagua, in October, 1868. 

Due to his military expertise, he quickly ascended 
through the ranks. As colonel, he directed the battle 
of Lo 6 Pinos de Baire, in which, with a lightning 
machete charge, he destroyed the vanguard of the 
Spanish column led by colonel Demetrio Quir6s. 
In that bloody hand to hand combat that took place 
on October 26th, 1868, G6mez taught the Cubans 
how to use a farm tool as a powerful weapon. From 
then on he was the teacher of leaders such as 
Calixto Garcia, Antonio and Jos6 Maceo, Flor 
Crombet, Guillermo bfoncada and others in the 
revoludonary army. 

In 1870, upon the death of Donato Mdrmol, 
Commander of the Oriente army, the revolutionary 
Government appointed General Mdximo G6mez 
to that post, from which he directed and executed 
the invasion of the rich and well guarded Guantana- 
mo region. That area was, until then, considered 
inexpugnable due to the number of volunteers and 
soldiers who protected it and the loyalty of its 
residents to the Spanish crown. 

That campaign contributed to strengthen and 
develoo the Revolution in Oriente orovince. 



In July 1873, after General Ignado Agramonte 
fell in the battlefield of Jimaguayu he was appointed 
% military chief ofCamaguey. The most important 
f . battles of the Ten Years War such as La Sacra, Palo 
Seco, Naranjo, Mojacasabe and las Guisimas took 
place, under his command, in that province. In 
January 1875, conducted the Invasion of Las Villas 
province, which had never been previously attempt- 
ed by anyone and which was considered a madness 
by most. The invasion of this province was only a 
phase of the general plan to invade the whole Island 
from East to West, which he had contemplated for 
a long time. It could not be completed at the time 
due to the quarrelling which sprang up in the 
revolutionary army and which destroyed the 
Revolution some time afterwards. 

After resigning his post as military commander 
of Las Villas, he accepted the position of Secretary 
of the War Department of the revolutionary 
Government. In the agonizing last moments of the 
Yara war he was designated Chief of the Rebel 
Army but he declined the appointment. 

After the Zanjon Pact took place in February, 
1878, he did not want to stay in Cuba under the 
flag that he had fought for so long. He refused the 
tempting offers made to him by General Arsenio 
Martinez Campos, in Vista Hermosa, preferring 
instead to go to exile in extreme poverty. 

A 14 years parenthesis of frustrations and hopes 
followed. Josd Marti was at last able to found the 
Cuban Revolutionary Party, in April 10, 1892, 
overcoming the existing contradictions among the 
exiles. When preparations began for the insurrec- 
tion which would culminate in the War of 
Independence that started the 24th of February, 
1895, General Mdximo G6mez was appointed 
chief of the future revolutionary army, with maxi- 
mum military powers, by the unanimous vote of all 
his former comrades in arms. 

During the course of this war, his military deeds 
are also very important and strategically necessary 
as the Circular Campaign which arouse Camaguey, 
the second invasion of Las Villas, and the great 
invasion from east to west planned and conceived 
by him, and which he executed with the help of that 
other great figure in the revolutionary army, 
Liutenant General Antonio Maceo y Grajales. 

The study of his military methods and style is 
very interesting. The incredible invasion campaign 
whose conception and superior direction corre- 
sponded to him as the chief of the revolutionary 
army, has been studied in European military 
schools. His other camnaums were alwavs directed 
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to provoke political and strategical effects which 
were fundamental for the course of the war. He was 
thus considered a great strategist by his conrades in 
arms. 

At the end of the War of Independence in 1 898, 
following the U.S. intervention in the conflict, the 
grateful Cubans offered to him the Presidency of 
tiie Republic that would be founded the 20th of 
May, 1 902. They even amended the constitution so 
that he might occupy such high magistrature in 
spite of the fact that he was a foreigner. The 
General declined such a high distinction saying that 
he had come to Cuba to liberate the Cubans and 
not to govern them. He also felt a military character 
was to harsh to lead the nation. Though he was a 
military personality he was a staunch supporter of 
civilian government The illustrious Dominican 
died in Havana on June 17th, 1905, at age 69, 
surrounded by the love and respect of the Cuban 
people. 

The generation of liberators which made the 
freedon of Cuba possible by the sacrifice of their 
lives and riches conferred upon him two titles for 
the posterity: those of Generalissimo and Liberator 
of Cuba. 
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In July 1873, after Gencnil Ign*do Agramonte 
fell in the battlefield of Jimaguayu he was appointed 
military chief of Camagiley. The most important 
battles of the Ten Years War such as La Sacra, Palo 
Seco, Naranjo, Mojacasabe and las Guisimas took 
place, under his command, in that province. In 
January 1875, conducted the Invasion ofLas Villas 



province, which had never been previously attempt- 
ed by anyone and which was considered a madness 



by most. The invasion of this province was only a 
tithe phase of the general plan to invade the whole Island 
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After the Zanjon Pact took place in February, 
1878, he did not want to stay in Cuba under the 
flag that he had fought for so long. He refused the 
tempting offers made to him by General Arsenio 
Martinez Campos, in Vista Hermosa, preferring 
instead to go to exile in extreme poverty. 

A 14 years parenthesis of frustrations and hopes 
followed. Jos6 Marti was at last able to found the 
Cuban Revolutionary Party, in April 10, 1892, 
overcoming the existing contradictions among the 
exiles. When preparations began for the insurrec- 
tion which would culminate in the War of 
Independence that started the 24th of February, 
1895, General Mdximo G6mez was appointed 
chief of the future revolutionary army, with maxi- 
mum military powers, by the unanimous vote of all 
his former comrades in arms. 

During the course of this war, his military deeds 
are also very important and strategically necessary 
as the Circular Campaign which arouse Camaguey, 
the second invasion of Las Villas, and the great 
invasion from east to west planned and conceived 
by him, and which he executed with the help of that 
other great figure in the revolutionary army, 
Liutenant General Antonio Maceo y Grajales. 

The study of his military methods and style is 
very interesting. The incredible invasion campaign 
whose conception and superior direction corre- 
sponded to him as the chief of the revolutionary 
army, has been studied in European military 
schools. His other campaigns were always directed 
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to phjvoke political and strategical effects whldi ? 
were fundamental for the course of the war. He was 
thus considered a great strategist by his conrades in 
arms. 



At the end of the War of Independence in 1 808, 
following the U.S. intervention in the conflict, the 
grateful Cubans offered to him the Presidency of 
the Republic that would be founded the 20th of 
May, 1902. They even amended the constitution so 
that he might occupy such high magistrature in 
spite of the fact that he was a foreigner. The 
General declined such a high distinction saying that 
he had come to Cuba to liberate the Cubans and 
not to govern them. He also felt a military character 
was to harsh to lead the nation. Though he was a 
military personality he was a staunch supporter of 
civilian government. The illustrious Dominican 
died in Havana on June 17th, 1905, at age 69, 
surrounded by the love and respect of the Cuban 
people. 

The generation of liberators which made the 
freedon of Cuba possible by the sacrifice of their 
lives and riches conferred upon him two titles for 
the posterity: those of Generalissimo and Liberator 
of Cuba. 
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Mayor Genera! 

MAXIMO GOMEZYBAEl 

Jefe del Ej§rdto Libertador de Cuba 

■ 1836 * 1905 % % •: 



Por su genial talento y sus hazafias en el 
fo \f campp de batalla, el General M4ximo Gdmez, 
esti considerado porno la primera figura militar 
del procoK) de las guenas de independence del 
pueblo de Cuba contra la metrdpoli espaflola. 
0j. Naddo en Bard, Repflblica Dpminicana, el 18 de 
|| f noviembre de 1836, ingresd a los 16 aflos en el 
■; ej6rcito de su pais, para contener la invasi6n 
haitiana. Redbi6 su bautismo de fuego en la 
batalladeSanTom6,d2dediciembrede 1855, 
SC v que puso fin para siempre a las pretensiones de 
Haiti de ocupar y asimilar a Santo Domingo. 

% En el afio de 1 864, al terminar el periodo de la 

anexidn de la Republics Dpminicana a Espafla, 
emigr6 a Cuba y se estableci6 en la Provincia de 
Oriente, siendo entonces comandante de las 
llamadas Reservas Dominicanas adscritas al 
! ej6rdto espafiol. Hallindose en El Dfitil, un 
| suburbio de la ciudad de Bayamo, se uni6 a los 
preparativos de la Revoluddn y se incorpord a 
las fuerzas de Carlos Manuel de C6spedes y 
Donato Mirmol a poco de producirse el Grito de 
Yara en La Demajagua, en el mismo mes de 
octubre de 1868. 

Por sus conodmientos en la milicia, ascendid 
r6pidamente en el escalafdn militar. Ya con el 
grado de Coronel, dirigid la acddn de Los Pinos 
de Baire, en la cual destrozd, con una relampa- 
gueante carga al machete, la vanguardia de la 
columna del coronel del ejdrdto espafiol Demetrio 
Quirds. En ese sangriento combate cuerpo a 
cuerpo, que tuvo lugar el 26 de octubre de 1868, 
Gdmez ensefid a los cubanos a utilizar ese 
instrumento de trabajo campesino como poderosa 
arma de guerra. A partir de entonces fue el 
maestro de Calixto Garcia, Antonio y Jos6 
Maceo, Flor Crombet, Guillermdn Moncada y 
muchos otros distinguidos jefes del ejdrcito 
libertador. 

En 1870, a la muerte de Donato M£rmol, jefe 
del ejdrcito de Oriente, el Gobierno designa al 
General Miximo Gdmez para sustituirlo, desde 
cuyo cargo, entre otras acdoncs guerreras, promo- 
vid y ejecutd la invasidn a la rica y bien 
guarnedda zona de Guantanamo, considerada 
hasta entonces como inexpugnable, por el numero 



de voluntarios y de efectivos militares que la 
custodiaban y el propio car deter espafiolizante 
|£ de la mayor parte detoswemoa Esa campafia 
% buyd a robustecer y a desarrollar la Revolud6n 

• en la Provinda de Oriente. 

i ; En julio de 1873, despuds de la caida del 

• General Ignacio Agramonte en los campos de 
Jimaguayu, es nombrado jefe militar de Ca ma- 
guey. En esa provincia se libran, bajo su mando, 
las batallas mis importantes de la Guerra de los 
Diez Aflos: La Sacra, Palo Seco, Naranjo, 
Mojacasabe y Las Gudsimas. Y en enero de 
1775, lleva a cabo la audaz invasidn de Las 
Villas, que no habia sido intentada por nadie 
hasta entonces y que no pocos consideraban una 
locura. La invasidn de esta provincia era sdlo una 
parte del plan general de invadir toda la Isla de 
Oriente a Occidente, que el General Gdmez 
acariciaba desde hacia tiempo y que no pudo 
realizarse en aquel entonces, por las divisiones 
que surgieron en el campo insurrecto y que al 
cabo de poco tiempo destruyeron la Revolucidn. 

Despuds de haber renunciado a su cargo de 
Jefe Militar de Las Villas, aceptd la Secretaria de 
la Guerra del Gobierno de la Republica de Cuba 
en Armas. Y ya en las postrimerias agonizantes 
de la Guerra de Yara, se le quiso designar Jefe del 
Ejdrcito Libertador, pero el General declind ese 
nombramiento. 

Cuando sobrevino el Pacto del Zanjdn, en 
febrero de 1878, no quiso permanecer en la Isla 
bajo la bandera que habia combatido tanto, y 
rechazando las jugosas ofertas que le habia 
hecho el General Arsenio Martinez Campos, 
Capitin General de la Colonia, en Vista Hermosa, 
prefirid vivir en el exilio, en extrema pobreza. 

Surge un largo pardntesis de 14 aflos de 
frustraciones y esperanzas. Jose Marti logra, al 
fin, fundar el Partido Revolucionario Cubano, el 
10 de abril de 1 892, superando las divisiones que 
existian entre los emigrados. Y cuando comienzan 
los preparativos insurreccionales que culminarian 
en el estallido de la guerra llamada de Indepen- 
dencia, el 24 de febrero de 1895, el General 
Mdximo Gdmez es designado Jefe del futuro 



Ejdrcito Libertador, con los m&umos poderes 
militares, por el votp unAjume de sus antiguos 
compafleros de armas. 

Tambidn, durante el curso de esta guerra, sus 
hazaflas militares son las mis resonantes y 
estratdgicamente necesarias, como la campafia 
circular que subleva al Camaguey, la segunda 
invasidn a Las Villas y la gran invasidn de 
Oriente a Occidente, cuyo plan de campafla 61 
habia estudiado y concebido, y que ejecuta, 
hacidndose acompaflar de esa otra gran figura 
del Ejdrcito Libertador, el Lugarteniente General 
Antonio Maceo y Grajales. 

El estudio de su estilo y de sus mdtodos 
militares es harto interesante. La increible campafia 
de La Invasidn, cuya concepcidn y mixima 
direccidn le correspondieron a 61, como Jefe del 
Ej6rcito Libertador, se ha estudiado en las 
escuelas castrenses europeas. Sus otras campafias 
estuvieron siempre dirigidas a provocar efectos 
politicos y estrat6gicos, fundamentales para el 
curso de la guerra. Por eso fue considerado por 
sus compafieros de armas como un gran estratega. 

Al terminar la Guerra de Independenda, en 
1 868, despuds de la intervencidn de los Estados 
Unidos en el conflicto, los cubanos agradecidos 
quisieron ofrecerle la presidencia de la Republica, 
que se fundaria el 20 de Mayo de 1902, 
Modificaron inclusive la Constitucidn, para que 
61 pudiera ocupar esa alta magistratura, no obstante 
ser extranjero. Pero el General declind tan alta 
distincidn, porque 61 habia venido a Cuba a 
libertar a los cubanos y no a gobernarlos y 
porque estimada que el diapasdn militar era 
demasiado rudo para dirigir la nacidn. No 
obstante su personalidad militar, MAximo Gdmez 
file un convencido civilista. 



El egregio dominicano, murid en La Habana, 
el 17 de junio de 1905, a la edad de 69 aflos, 
rodeado del inmenso amor y respeto del pueblo 
de Cuba. 

La generacidn libertadora, la que hizo posible 
la libertad de Cuba, con el sacrifido de sus vjdas 
y riquezas, le otorgd das titulos para la posteridad: 
el de Generalisimo y el de Libertador. 
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de voluntarios y de efectivos militares que la 
custodiaban y el propio cardcter espaflolizante 
de la mayor parte de los vednos. Esa campafla contri- 
buy6 a robustecer y a desarrollar la Revolucidn 
en la Provincia de Oriente. 

En julio de 1873, despu6s de la caida del 
General Ignacio Agramonte en los campos de 
Jimaguayu, es nombrado jefe militar de Cama- 
giiey. En esa provincia se libran, bajo su mando, 
las batallas m is importantes de la Guerra de los 
Diez Aflos: La Sacra, Palo Seco, Naranjo, 
Mojacasabe y Las Guisimas. Y en enero de 
1775, lleva a cabo la audaz invasidn de Las 
Villas, que no habia sido intentada por nadie 
hasta entonces y que no pocos consideraban una 
locura. La invasidn de esta provincia era s61o una 
parte del plan general de invadir toda la Isla de 
Oriente a Occidente, que el General G6mez 
acariciaba desde hada tiempo y que no pudo 
realizarse en aquel entonces, por las divisiones 
que surgieron en el campo insurrecto y que al 
cabo de poco tiempo destruyeron la Revolucidn. 

Despuds de haber renunciado a su cargo de 
Jefe Militar de Las Villas, aceptd la Secretaria de 
la Guerra del Gobiemo de la Republica de Cuba 
en Armas. Y ya en las postrimerias agonizantes 
de la Guerra de Yara, se le quiso designar Jefe del 
Ejdrcito Libertador, pero el General declind ese 
nombramiento. 

Cuando sobrevino el Pacto del Zanjdn, en 
febrero de 1878, no quiso permanecer en la Isla 
bajo la bandera que habia combatido tanto, y 
rechazando las jugosas ofertas que le habia 
hecho el General Arsenio Martinez Campos, 
Capitin General de la Colonia, en Vista Hermosa, 
prefirid vivir en el exilio, en extrema pobreza. 

Surge un largo pardntesis de 14 aflos de 
frustraciones y esperanzas. Jose Marti logra, al 
fin, fundar el Partido Revolucionario Cubano, el 
10 de abril de 1892, superando las divisiones que 
existian entre los emigrados. Y cuando comienzan 
los preparativos insurreccionales que culminarian 
en el estallido de la guerfa llamada de Indepen- 
dencia, el 24 de febrero de 1895, el General 
Miximo G6mez es designado Jefe del futuro 
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Ej6rcito Libertador, con los mdximos poderes 
militares, por el voto uninime de su s antiguos 
compafleros de armas. 

Tambi6n, durante el curso de esta guerra, su s 
hazafias militares son las mis resonantes y 
estrat6gicamente necesarias, como la campafla 
circular que subleva al Camaguey, la segunda 
invasidn a Las Villas y la gran invasidn de 
Oriente a Occidente, cuyo plan de campafla 61 
habia estudiado y concebido, y que ejecuta, 
haci6ndose acompaflar de esa otra gran figura 
del Ej6rcito Libertador, el Lugarteniente General 
Antonio Maceo y Grajales. 

El estudio de su estilo y de su s m6todos 
militares es harto interesante. La increible campafla 
de La Invasidn, cuya concepcidn y maxima 
direccidn le correspondieron a 61, como Jefe del 
Ej6rcito Libertador, se ha estudiado en las 
escuelas castrenses europeas. Su s otras campaflas 
estuvieron siempre dirigidas a provocar efectos 
politicos y estrat6gicos, fundamentales para el 
curso de la guerra. Por eso fue considerado por 
sus compafleros de armas como un gran estratega. 

Al terminar la Guerra de Independencia, en 
1868, despu6s de la intervencidn de los Estados 
Unidos en el conflicto, los cubanos agradecidos 
quisieron ofrecerle la presidencia de la Republica, 
que se fundaria el 20 de Mayo de 1902. 
Modificaron inclusive la Constituci6n, para que 
61 pudiera ocupar esa alta magistratura, no obstante 
ser extranjero. Pero el General declind tan alta 
distincion, porque 61 habia venido a Cuba a 
libertar a los cubanos y no a gobemarlos y 
porque estimada que el diapasdn militar era 
demasiado rudo para dirigir la naci6n. No 
obstante su personalidad militar, Mdximo G6mez 
fue un convencido civilista. 
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El egregio dominicano, murid en La Habana, 
el 17 de junio de 1905, a la edad de 69 aflos, 
rodeado del inmenso amor y respeto del pueblo 
deCuba. . : 



La generacidn libertadora, la que hizo posible M 
la libertad de Cuba, con el sacrificio de sus vjdas ft j 
y riquezas, le otorgd dos titulos para la posteridad: 
el de Generalisimo y el de Libertador. ;r 
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